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10 Maple Road

Auburndale, Mass,

6 January 1943
Dedr Elsie;

Yours of November 9 reached me this morning. You may like the record of time en
route, My latest news direct from your city was in August - from Ruth and Constance = but
later letters from both have come in through the college office - latest dated November 1 is
from Ruth, Anna sent me some bits from yours to her - latest date Oct. 4 in which you promised
me a letter, I am always glad to hear from yoy even when you deal only in metters of finance,

Now let me clear a few points as to salary status. Mr. Evans cleared my travel g/c
down to Sept. 1, 1942, and has pald me on furlough salary basis §100 per month through December.
And that is the last month in which my sakary figures in the G.C. account for I am retired from
January 1 and draw pension $732 a year from the Board, In November, Mr, Evans peid me $300
eand held 100 to clear the personal payments on pension which were due the Board,

I reported to him in September that I had no salary in China af'ter October 1, 1941,
and he paid me for 9 months, at field rate of 72, also paying my travel expense and the $2,00
e day which covered Judy and August. I received no money through the Swiss agency., Fortunately
I did receive before December 8 the 200 UsS. which my brother sent and with that and the
2,000 CeC, in Relief Loan Fund which I was able to pay myself, and wit: some personal funds
from sele of rugs and furniture, I was at no time in financial straits, and I did not have to
use school money. I wish you had sent me Ellen's June statement, or the trial balance which
she could not "balance". That with her mey mean only a slight cash difference., She worries if
she is short and rejoices when she has more cash than the book requires, and a "balance" may
mean that, I wish you would send me a copy of her June statement and I can enter it in my
Ledger and do a June 30 Trial Balance, I think I sent you e copy of my June 1 Belance from
Lourenco, I have it, and the Ledger here and I can give you any missing details you might need
to clear the Nanking a/c,

I received only one wan through your agent, It was brought to me by C.T. cn April
16, nothing later by that route. C.Te was evidently afraid even then, of the traffic by that
route and Albert warned me that nothing more could be counted on., If enything got through

after June 11 you will get some acknowledgment of it in due time,

As to Harriet's salary I have no record. I think her Board is carrying her through
a year of furlough, which she was planning to take in 1942 anyway. *s to her return to Ginling,
or to other work in Chine, no decision is maBe here, It should be considered there and careful
statement made to the office here., I know that a year and more ago she was not needed in her
department up there, FPerhaps marriage of Ping-dji changes the situation, It is for Constance
to see that the Foard here knows. I will write her on the subject later. Herriet, like myself,
had no salary from Oct. 1, 1941 from you., Her bishop advenced funds for living expenses and
there will Le some clearing to be done between the College and her Board, but it can be done

here, 1 will always appreciate financial statement, etc., fiirect from you,
J PE » ’ 3

I have been in New York twice since I left for home on September 4, On November 16
the Poard met and you will doubtless get minutes of that meeting, As to Report on the last
gix months of my stey, I wrote some 7 4 pages, double space type, which was mimeographed and
has been circulated. I alsc have what I ceall my indiscreet diary kept from Dec, 6 to May 10O
when I summed up Merch and April, This document runs to 24%-pa;es double space, For me it
is valuable, 1 nlso have diaries for the three years 1940, 1941, and 1942, Most of my fellows
were afrald to keep diaries, but I not only risked that but got them out with me, along with
quite ¢ considerable amount of file material, especially what I need to complete the writing
of college history. And I left, rather than destroying it, a lot of stuff which‘ﬁgz survive
the occupatione Vho will ever put it in order? In my diary on March 14 I wrote "Collected
some papers wanted for G. story and brought up 1927 material, Who will care for it all when
I'm not here and who willknow where to find anything?" On the 25th I wrote "Hard to decide to
destroy and not time to select. If they survive their value will increase," I got comfort
during my days of isclation readin; the novel by Helen C, White "Not Built with Hands", based
on records of the kleventh Century which survived those dark days when Fope and Fmperor were

P

meking & mess of Italy. Countess Matilda of Tuscany is the herd#éne end Hildebrand the hero
and Henry the Fourth of Germany plays the part of Hitler. I still pray, as I did all




- ® Miss Elsie Priest —2- 6 January 1943

through the six months, "0 Lord hinder them} Hold them back from destructioni™ Did I write
to anyone that I had come to the place where I approved of the second verse of "God Save the
King"., Read it and see if you understand why I can approve, Certainly I can Pray "And make

them faill™ And we saw signs even while we were in our old home that their politics were
conf'ounded.

Share this with Ruth and Eva, the parts that are not business, I am writing soon
to Ruth and she will share with you, Postage rates favor brevity and discourage repetition.
I think of you all so often and oftener still, my thoughts return to those I left in June,
Every word of news from them is appreciated,

Love to you,

Metilda Cl Thurston
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10 Maple Road

Auburndale, Mass.

January 7, 1943
Deer Ruth;,

The uncertainty as to Constance's plans makes me feel like addressing you but I
shall think of this as reply to both of you. I should have written sooner but I kept think-
ing I would get some reply to the two letters I wrote and mailed en route, in which I had
written more freely of things as they were when I left the college home in June; that, and
the feeling that I had nothing importent to say and that I have found it easy to be lazxy.

We were all supposed to rest for three months and even though one was not consciously tired
it seemed wise to relax and let the days pass quietly by. After so long & separation from
recent books and magazines, to say nothing of being nearly a year behind with knowledge of
durrent events, reading seemed to be indicat8d., And I can read indefinitely when I get a
chance. I begin to feel caught up, but every now and then I hear that someone died in May
(Miss Bender), that Presidents Hickok and Small of The Western end Lake Brie had retired,
and other such events of which I would have known if Helen's letters and celippings from the
Times had come to me in due course., The only letter that got through to me was the one you
typed and sent to me, Just two days ago a message I sent on June 1 through M, Frame and
Swiss Red Cross reached Helen., I thought it might carry faster than I travelled and let her
know I was coming homel

People who saw me when I first reached home thought I looked very wan and worn, I
was underweight (only 140 pounds!) When I got home in 1936 I weighéd 185 and when I went back
in 1939 I weighed 160. All of us lost weight during the internment, In my case it must have
been due to general strain and stress of the uncertainty rather than to deficient diet, for
I feel that I was not undernourished. We had the garden, Our friends saw to it that we
never lacked eggs., Fruit also was given us far beyond the means of some of the givers, I
suppose we were cut on suger and fats because of scarcity and cost, and milk was used more
sparingly, with bean milk as a substitute to some extent. But all these deprivations are
everyday events,with you, Have you lost weight? I have managed to gain five pounds, but
friends who saw me in New York in November or in December thought I looked rested and much
better. You may have had some report of me from Mrs. Chester whom I saw in Hartford in Nov-
ember, and you will have had some news of me from the Board correspondence, I went down in
November for a Board meeting. In December, it was a kind of enlarged meeting of the China
Colleges Committee on Christian Character, Staff and Curriculum - such a confused name, but
they seem to think nothing can be left out, I enjoyed, both times, the renewing of the goodly
fellowship we have in the Chinea connections., Margaret and Lilliath were down in November.
Claude and Searle I saw in December and a host of others, too many to mention here. You may
see the list of those present when the report gets through to you,

- New York comes nearer to being the "center of my universe" than Boston. I am glad
to be here, with the pleasant connections I make through Helen with American Board folk,
Iillien Williams and Dorothy Roberts, Mary Treudley and Mary Thayer are near., The Huntingtons
are in Wellesley, but we have not yet comnected, The cut in gasoline makes distances seem
greater, No pleasure driving is done by those who are conscientious, and the ration is now
only 3 gallons a week, I am making comnection with United China Relief and plan to go in one
day a week to help them, One meets some very interesting friends of China there, Lawrence
Mead and Eleanor are in Cambridge and Mou-i and Ming-djen are there, but we do not see each
other often., With the car it was nothing to run across the Charles, but going in and out
through Boston is another matter. One person I am seeing in United China Relief is Mrs, W,T.
Gardiner, Constance's hostess when she was here for the Tercentenary, Another is Mrs. Hart,
friend of Ya=lan's, You might mention this to these two. Mrs. Hart would like to hear from
Ya~lan, So would Miss Eliot., I met a friend of Eva's in Boston, Mrs. Spalding of Oxford,
who asked me to "come to tea", which I hope to do some dey., They are in Cambridge, she and
the Professor, who is writing a book. I found they were friends of the Robert E, Humes
(Union Seminary) with whom I stayed when I was in New York in December., Helen Loomis and
Abigail have an apartment on Riverside and had me for a Sunday night supper. But if I try to
report on all the New York comnections, the letter wil] be overweight., It is so good to have
Cornelia in the office., The whole atmosphere is more genial,

y




year and

pretty disheartening, I am still

turning the dormitory rooms into *

There was nothing else to do with

hiding place down there”,

there, I still hope that mush will survive, and after all most of our

and trees will grow again, I have of'ten wondered about the themums .

Tung has seen to it that some of them were transplanted. I wonder often how

fared, and Hu Lao-bau, with his big femily, They will need some kind of lawndry

whoever "they" are., Sometimes I feel as if all my emothons were frozen, I try definitely
not to keep turming back to what I can no longer help, and there's no use in thinking "“If I
had done this or that, would it have been better?™ I prayed slways for guidsmce, day day.
I then, and I continue to pray "0 Lord, hold their hands from destruction and hinder
them their wndertakingl” Elsie will share part of her letter and you will see there my
reference to the second verse of "God Save the King" - which I can agree to nowl

With postage so high, one tries not to repeat, But there is always a chance that
one letter may get through snd the other may hot, so I'll repeat what I wrote about my name
going on the Retired list from January 1, I suppose that may still leave me President Emeritus
but of course my comnection with Ginling is through the Presbyterian Board. My pension is
reckoned on the 30 years service under that Board, which is sllso the length of my commestion
with Ginling, Because of the other 13 years of missionary service before 1915, I am given
the "Honorably Retired" degree, and will so appear in the next Prayer Book, I wish they would
put you in my place in the regular list, In addition to the $732 Pension, I have the income
from the life insurance paid me in 1904 - which I have had all these years, and I have income
from my share in father's estate, and Isabel's estate, so I have no reason to be anxious about
my support, living here with Helen and dividing overhead, I feel able to do what I please -
"my wants are few", I hope I may be able to share my surplus with those not so well provided
for, .

I sm working on a 1942 letter for my cirecle of friends, some of whom do not yet
know that I came home on the @ripsholm, That's a story all by itself, And I am getting up
steam to continue the Ginling story which I have brought down to 1927, I got away with a
good deal of the material I need for this writing, I'm glad I took the risk,

Congtance's letter of November 17 to Cornelia came in to me thisg morning, I am
glad letters are coming in more regularly and in less time, And I hope we can speed up all
communications with you and do all we can to help China., This carries New Year Greetings to
the Ginling family,

Tilda
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February 16, 1943

Mrs. Lawrence Thurston
10 Maple Road
Auburndele, imss.

Dear Mrs, Thurstons

Thank you for your letter and for sharing Ruth's with
me, I have great confidence in Ruth and value her judgment.
Her comments on Bill Pemn's new job gnd on Mr. Cressy are,
therefore, more than usuelly interesting to me, find myself
in complete agreement with her.,

The Cheeloo affeir makes everyone most umhappy. I
don't know enough about Edgar Teng to have an opinion one way
or the other, but I do know that Dr. Liu has not brought credit
upon himself or his institution by his conduct through the whole
affair,

I am very much interested in your impression of the
Boston attitude toward the Colleges de of the U.CeRe work being
done there. It is somewhat difficult for us now to plan for
speaking and publicity on China aund the Colleges in that area,
You have seen something of the Ul.C.Re work, and, of course, you
know that the Colleges cannot launch an independent ceampaign,
educational or otherwise, since we are tied up with U.C.R.
However, I think that it wight be possible to approach some of
the people who were on the Boston Commigbee for the Colleges
and see if we could arrange a quiet bit of educational work
through clubs, schools, and alummee groups. The enclosed is a
list of the former Boston Committee. I imagine you know most,
il not all, of them., Would it be possible, through your cone
nections with them, to arrange programs that would present the
work of the Colleges in a purely informetive way, without making
any financial appeal? Gifts from this area that go to U.C.R,




Mrs. Lawrence Thurston February 16, 1943

can always be designated for the Colleges, and if people are
sufficiently informed and interested, they may so designate
their gifts. I agree with you that we ought to try to keep
people interested in the work of the China Colleges, entirely
epart from the relief aspect. It is a pity to lose good will
that we once had, I will see if anything can be started from
here., I am glad thay you are in thet area to present our ceause
when opportunity offers.

I will write to Ruth all I know of VTiu Maowi and Wang
Ming-djen. Mrs. New brought me good news of liss Wang, but
feels a little concerned about Miss Wu's health and her very
hard work,

I agree with you that the Ginling publicity sheet you
sent me is definitely out of dete and badly needs rewriting, I
arn not just sure where to begin on it with KMiss Babcock, since
I do not know here, Did she send it to Anna for revision or did
Anna just happen to see it and decide that it should be brought
ap to date? I will gladly do what I can for it end will probebly
cell on you for help. Ve try to keep ell the Boards commected
with Ginling informed, end I frankly see no excuse for the
Fresbyterian Board®s continuing to use such out-of-date material,
We heve given them hundreds of newer leaflets and a thousand
Primers, end, of course, they get regular current information,
But if they want a brief up-to-date statexent - Ginling in a
cepsule - I1'11l see what I can do about it,

This morning I got twe cards from Flumer, one dated
December 13, 194]l, and the other, Decenbter 18, 1941, Last week
I got a handful of cards, deted {rom Februsry 1542 oam through
Mey 11, 1942, I could not tell you where they have been all
these molskths, I think I have already told you thet Flumer is
now im Shanghai, having been sent there “by order of the locel
suthopities®, The last issue of the Shanghei Evening Post and
Mercury, New York Edition, was a little more hopeful about the
Cripsholam than it hed been previocusly. I must confess, however,
that hope is still very faint, In the neanwhile, the Uripsholm
is still here, and I personally have gotten to the point of
being thankful that it is at least here and not on its way back
to Sweden, I have seen no recent news from China Council, I
saw Byrd Rice last night, and she did not have anything new,
lMirs., New had a letter {rom her nephew that said rice is now
$1780 & picul in Shanghal. If other prices are in proportion,
I don't see how anybody has wmough to eat,

Affectionately yours,

Mrs, %W. Plumer Xills
C8Mzef

Enclosuresy Return of Miss Chester's letter
List of former Boston Committee




February 23, 1943

Mrs,. Lewrence Thurston
10 Maple Road
Auburndele, Mass,

Dear Mrs, Thurston:

I have just had two letters from Anna ifoffet about the sketch
of Ginling that Miss Babecock had sent to Anna, and which finally found
its way to my desk, I believe Amma has already written you her sugges-
tion about this, but just to meke sure, I am passing it on.

At Miss Babcock's request, Anne has rewritten the sketch that
the Presbyterian Boerd is using of the Nenking Station work, and there
is a special section on the Four Union institutions in Nenking, OFf
course Ginling is one of these, Anna feels that she has done a perfectly
adequate job on this and that there should be no necessity for a speecial
article on Ginling, especinlly as none is requested for either the
Seminary or the University of Nanking, Anna has written to Miss Babecock
that such is her judgment and Miss Babeock has egreed, I am, therefore,
meking no attempt, at present, to rewrite this sketch., I definitely hope
that the Presbyterian Board withdraws it entirely, since it is so out of
date and so poor to begin with, Anna suggests that the "very good
pemphlets which the U, of Nanking and CGinling publish" are all that are
necessary for the Presbyterian Board's publicity work,

#s I wrote you, Anna will be in New York for the Conference
March 11-13, The letter I had from her today says that she plans to go
on from New York to Auburndele and Boston, so you will be seeing her
soon,

Ve are just getting out the invitations to the luncheon that
Mise Tomlinson is arrenging in Boston for March 6th, I em happy indeed
that you are going to meet this group of women on that deccasion.

With all best wishes,

Affectionately yours,

9
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RADCLIFFE COLLEGE
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

March 4, 1943

Dear Mrs. Mills:

Thank you very much indeed for letting
me have Miss Minnie Vautrin's diary. I have
read most of it with great interest and have
let it be seen by a member of our English
Department who wishes to inform himself about
conditions in China in these recent years.

The very end of the diary I have not
yet read, but I hope to cover it in the next
two days; and the manuscript will be shipped
to you by American Express on Saturday.

I can't tell you how much I appreciate
your entrusting this precious document to
ny care. It seems to me to have historical
value, in addition to that which attaches to
it as a record of Miss Vautrin's life and of
an unforgettable period in the history of
Ginling College.

Sincerely yours,

de | G 0%

Mrs. W. Plumer Mills
Ginling College

150 Fifth Avenue
New York City
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March 9, 1943

¥rs, Lawrence Thurston
10 Maple Road
Auburndele, lass,

Dear krs. Thurston:

I an glad the meeting for March 29th in Cambridge is
satisfactorily arrenged,s I am most eager to hear how the
luncheon went on Saturdey, and how many were present, I hope
you had better weather in Boston than we hed in New York, It
snowed and reined and blew mightily here,

Herriet and I listened to Madame Chiang's speech at
Wellesley Sunday and thought of you, Harriet wants to know
all about the whole affeir, so I hope you will write me about
it when you have time, It must have been a pig day on the

campuss

Hot long ago, lirs, Hamilton wrote to Mrs, Ross thet
she felt she could not undertake the writing of any part of
¥innie's life, as she is too much involved with home and church
duties. 8he suggested Miss Wenona Wilkinson. Mrs, Ross talked
to Miss Wilkinson about it when the latter wms here a few days
ago, but Miss Wilkinson does not feel that she can do it, She
at first suggested someone else, a Mrs. Baird, but later with-
drew the suggestion, 80 we don't seem to have made a great
deal of progress on the small booklet., I am coming to the cone
clusion that unless the Diseciples want to publish it, we had
better drop it for a while, It would not take the place of
more current news publiecity for Ginling, and we haven't much
money for anything extra. Mrs, Ross is writing further to
Mrs. Hamilton, and I enclose a copy of her letter. I1'll let
you know if we heer anything from this.




Merch 9, 1943

In reply to the question Mr, Hagedorn raises s I think
my own opinion is that he is right -~ that there is not enough
interest or variety in Mimmie's life to warrant its being told
in the series he is planning, I think I am going to say just
about that to him, He slready has so many reservations about
writing this series, that I do not feel I can put any pressure
to bear on him to include someone about whom he has such serious
doubts. So there we are, What suggestions have you?

I look forward to seeing Amma tomorrow, and I know
you are anxious to see her, too, She writes that she wishes
each day hed twime as many hoursz and that there were twice as
many days for her trip East., I wish you could be ome of the
Ranking group theat will be with me for tee on Sunday af‘ternoon.

Affectionately yours,

CSMyef

Enclosure: Copy of Mrs, Hoss's letter to Mrs. Hemiltonm

CeCe 10 lres., Hoss
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Hrs, Lawrence Thurston
10 Maple Road
Auburndale, !ass,

Dear Mrs. Thurston:

Yesterday we got the exciting news that Dr, Wu is on
her wey to America, Ly air, and will probably arrive about the
middle of April, 8he expects to be here approximately four
months., The cable said that she would plan to attend the Annual
Meetings of the Assogiated Foards end of the Ginling Founders.

Of course, we are all very much excited and highly pleased at
the thought of having her here so soon, 8he can tell us so much
ebout conditions on the Changtu cempus, and life in China in
generel, thet we want to know and that will be most hedpful to
us as vwe plon the work of the Colleges,

I hope very much that you will plan to be at the
meetings of the Associated Boards the first week in May. The
shhedule has been meiled to the members of the Boards. There
are & number of others who will be invited of course, but these
invitations have not yet been sent out. You would naturally be
included in the speciel invitation list, and will be receiving
en invitation soon. If I cen be of any assistance to you in
meking arrangements for your stay here, please let me know,

I really don't know where we are just now on Kinnie's
lifes M¥r. Hagedorn has gracsfully declined the honor of in-
cluding her in his series, and I must confess that my judgment
coincides with his, I also agree with you that the story of
her life and work is worthy of record, and I therefore hope that
we can see it through, Mrs. Ross was the chairman of this com-
mittee, and I am not sure whether she has taken it up with anyone
since Mrs. Hamilton declined to do it. I suppose I had better
get on to that agein,




Mrs. lLawrence Thurston April 6, 1943

I have had no news of Frederica since a card came
from Margare{ in February, I think, saying that Freddie wes
in the hospital with a lame back, I replied to the card and
included a message to Freddie, but have hed no answer, I
hope that she is at least out of the hogpital by now, I
imegine thet she is baeck in Seattle.

I am not quite sure how I can get Pearl Buck's
schedule for you. I do know thet she is in Kew York every
Wednesday, and is in the country the rest of +he week, That
is a fairly regular programa with her, and I imagine this
would hold for the first week in ¥ny, o8 usual, Perhaps the
most natural way for you to make contact with her would be to
write her & personal note addressed to her country home, 1
know that she does value her Janking friends and has kept close
to many of them, Merion Crairhill wnd her femily, for instance,
are spending five days in the country with Pearl ebout the mid-
dle of April, You asked whetler she saw Hadarw Chiang in a
personal way. I lnow liat she paid Madane Chiang a visit while
she was still in the hospitel, and I imagine thet it waes a
fairly personal visit, although I have never heard any report
of ite The First Lady kept herself very much to hersgelf and
for a selected few while she was in New York, The United China
Relief powers were not & little miffed et the fact that they
could not get close to her. I don't know the explanation, but
I can make a puess,

I suppose you had word from the Presbyterian Board
about the internment of ¥rs, Wells and ergaret Frume and Lois
Lyon and a number of the men, including Flumer, I have had no
direct word from Flumer since November., The last letter I hed
was dated the 14th of November, and &t that time he was living
in the Auerican School in Shanghei and was quite domfortable
end fairly free to go about the city and see the friends there.
I know nothing about conditions in any of the Shanghai camps,
and I do not know which one Plumer is in. I have not heard the
rumor that you refer to of the Americens being shipped to
Hukden. It may be true and it may be only e rumor, but it
doesn't meke me very happy either waye In fact, there isn't
anything about that situation that gives cause for rejoiecing,

Locking forward to seeing you the first of May, I

Affectionately yours,
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April 28, 1943

Mrs. Lawrence Thurston
10 Maple Roed
Auburndele, Mass,

Dear Mrs. Thurston:

Vie know very little about Dr, Wu's plans, nothing
in face, beyond the information contained in her ceble., I
gave you this information in my letter of April 6th, The
only other facts I have ceme to me through Mrs. New who sent
me a letter that Dr., Sze Ming-sze had written her on the
subject. I quote, "For your confidential information, Dr.
Soong has invited her (Dr. Wu), with some other persons, to
come here and assist in certain post-war economiec planning,”
You can easily see that this necessarily sets the pattern
for her stey in America. I have no idea how much time she
will be able to give us, We had counted om her being in
New York for the week of the Annual Meetings, since she had
definitely said this in her cable., On the strength of this,
I sent out the invitations to the luncheon for her on May 7th,

She is not yet in this country, however, and Wash-
ington tells us that they do not know when she will arrive,
end will not know until she is actuslly here. The Associated
Boards has therefore withheld its invitations to the Monday
night dinner until they could say definitely thet Dr. Wu
would be the speaker. The time has come, however, when the
invitetions can no longer be withheld, so they go out today.

I am telling you all thie because I want you to
know exactly what the situation is, You can see that we are
in a somewhat difficult position sbout the whole affair. We
know that the party left Chungking on March 30th and that
they should be here by now, They may arrive eny day, and I
personally think that Dr., Wu will be here for our meetings,




¥Mrs. lawrence Thurston April *28, 1943

1 am therefore going right ahead with the plans
for the luncheon on Friday, May Tth, when we want Dr., Wu to
eddress the Ginling Board of Founders. A speeial request that
I bring to you this morning is that you introduce her on that
oocasion, Miss MacKinnom will be present, of course, but we
hope that you will be the toastmistress and introduce Dr. Wu,

I'11l keep you pested on any news that I got,
I look forward to seeing you next week,

Lovingly,

C8Hsef
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¥rs. Lewrence Thurston
10 Maple Road
Auburndale, Mass,

Dear lirs. Thurstons

I am sorry sbout your umbrella, About ome o'elock on
Saturday, May 8th, I took it around to the hotel, as you had requested,
end left it at the desk in Miss Calder's neme with the request that
it be delivered to Ler, I naturally assumed that she would get it,
end I did not know until your letter came & few days ago that you
had not received it, Now it is beck in my office again and will stey
here until someone calls for it, After four trips to the hotel and
a number of telephone cells, I finally succeeded in getting possession
of it, and it is at last back where you left ite I will deliver it
to Miss Emersom when she calls for ite I will elso give her e
mechanical peneil which Dr, Wu gave me with no other explenation then
thet it belongs to you,

On the matter of travel expenses to attend Boerd neetings,
the Ginling Board has the following rule:

"Voted that provision be medo, at the expense of the
College budget, for the attendance of at least one mecting
of the Founders of each merber of the Board of Directors
and the faculty body during furlough residence in America,®

In eccordance with this, liss Whitmer and Miss Kirk were
both invited to the May mecting, Miss Kirk was not able to attend,
but Miss Whitmer's expenses were 2ll net by the College., Your own
NHovember trip should come uuder the same ruling, Inasmuch es the
meeting in May was e very speciel one, because of Dr, Wu's presence
and the aetion on your retirement, the Board is very happy to meet
your expenses for this trip also, The meeting of the Committee on
Christian Steff and Curriculum in December also wes a very special
affeir and the Associnted Boards will be gled to meet your expenses,
If you will send me a statenent covering these three trips, I vill
see that you get a check,




Mrs, lLawrence Thurston -2~ June 4, 1943

In this comection, may I say that the individual colleges
end the Assoolated Boards oftem invite people to attend meetings
without assuming any responsibility for their expenses, There is
elways & chence that a trip %o New Yerk is on the person's sehedule
anyway and that the date oould be made to conform with the date of
the meeting, Of course, there are special oceasions when expenses
are met, but in general I suppose the safest rule is to assume that
they will not be paid unless it is definitely so stated,

It 1s a little difficult for me to answer the questions you
raisec about the story of Minnie's 1ife. If lipg. Ross, who is the
chairman of that éommittee and 2 member of the Ulsciples Society,
cannot get at the material in their Board files, I don't know where
Yo try next, Mr, Higdon might be able to make a construction sugges-
tion, The only resson I hesitate to raise it with him or Mrs, Doan
(algo im the U,CoM 8, and a nember of the Ginling Board) iz that
they have supgpgested that Pearl Sarvis do the writing, I don't need
o explain to you why we are not enthusiastie ebout this suggestion,
I'11 scout eround a bit wore end see what I can do, I know thet
Ginling ic not prepared to put a great deal of money into a publica-
tion of Minnie's life, and I doubt if the Diseiples Board is thinking
in terms of morc than §200, for which they would expect 3,000 or
4,000 pemphlots which they could use for their own publicity purposes.

I an afreld that neither the Sinling Boerd ss o wvhole, nor
the Finance Comdttce, hes discussed tle erpenges in commection with
the writing of the Mistory of Ginling, 1 grunt you that it should
have been core enc & definite policy cutlined, but the fact remains
thet such is not the case, I therefore cannct say at present how
much money will be mvailable for typing expenses, We c¢an have the
matter put on the docket for th.e next Finanece Coumittee mecting, and
in the meantime, perhape you could continue to write os the muse
dictates,

Dre Wu 1s at present in Ann Arbor heving gone there after
her speech to the Presbyterian General Assembly in Detroit on Monday
nighte S8he plans tc return to Washingtom from Mchigan, end I am not
sure about her plens after June 8th, though I do kmow that she hopes
to have the whole month of Augrust for the corplete rest she has not
yet been able to get, ’

Affectionately yours,
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My dear lirse Thurstons

Your letter of June firstwas brought to me by Helem Loomis, and it is

very good to have ite However, Af I had received it sooner Ie ould not
have given you more information about my progrem until after the comferences
we had Thursday afternoon, June 10th,

I am able now towrite only a short note to you as Isgwuld be working on
my speesh for llonday evening at Constitution Halle I do want to write you
briefly about my planse For the rest of June and July I shall be rumning
back and forth between lNew York and Washington, with short trips to inter-
view people in the educational field or seeing friends. You may be sure
that you are at the top of my list, for I do want to haw a leng visit
with yous For August I want to have a complete month of hiding. For the
fall my time will be divided between the Study Group for Post War and the
colleges I mean that now we can go ahead and arrange some meetings for
the oollege end the mission boards, but I may be salled by the Study Group
to do speaking oecasionallyes You will be intercsted to know that the naume
we agreed upon for the group is a very simple one--Chinese Study Group on
Post=llar Froblems. I oan already see th#% I shall need time to do a bit of
studyingl

Afver my trip to Smith, I returned to Viashington on Iriday. On Saturday
Hay 29th, I went to Detroits I did not kmow at all how long a time I would
have for a trip to Am Arbor but the matter was promptlys ettled for me
just before I left Washington. I wns asked to join with Dre James Yem to
present the program Sor China at Constitution Hall on the ewvening of June
l4the I returned fyrom dnn “Arbor on Tuesday morniung and had planned to do
some reading in preparation for the speechs lowever, before 1 could start
I had to write up my short talk at the Presbyterian General Ascemblys Them
I met with the group and have had dinner and luncheon engagements. Now I
have oome to the last possible time to get my speech ready, and I am very
thankful that between lirs. lew and me we deoided to call in ilelen Loomis

to helpe I have dictated a few letters to her towrite while 1 gather ny
thoughts for the speech.

You will be interestocd in some of the things I did on the trip teo Ann Arbor,
lost important was my visit to lMinnie's home in Shepards Dr. Reeves, liss
Whitmer and «“rs. Rhead went with me. I was thankful to be able to take care
of this visit so early after ny arrivals In Ann Arbor Iwas able to see
neny friends. Dre and lrse, Rufus gave a reccption for the administratiw
people at the University and for the Barbour Com it ee. The Dean of Viomen
gawe another peception. Several professors invited me for dimner. I spoke
Yo the Chinese Studemts Club and was a guest at a luncheon given by the
Chinese girls' sorority. 1Idid not do all that I wished, but I hope I shall
be able to go back in the fall or winter, if I am still in /merica.

I am asking llelen to give you wore informa tion about my imme diate program,
With love and best wishes to you and liiss Calder, I m

Sineerely yours,

Ti-fang Wae
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and lirs, New found a nice old place here om
at the end of the Wisconsin Avenue sar line, just over into :
We think we have a lovely home, but there is ground enough around this one
to moke six of oursy It is old fashiomed but very comfortable, and the
walk up the road to Wisconsin avenue reminds one of a colleve cmmpus or ¢
countrys I feel she is getting a lot of rest here, and she needs that bade
lye I come over by oross-town bus and if I anm lucky can get here in fifteen
minutes--however, with the gasoline shortage and the new bus schedile I have :
token as long as an hour and a half %o get herel That will never happen again
however«~I know how to walk nowe

lirss llow was here on Thursday to attend the meeting with T, V, Soong and W th
“re Tu and lirse New had dimner at the Bubassy that evening,

§Y

I hope that you will becoming to New York before too longs 'le would love to
see you againe

With my best regards both for you and your sister, I am

Sineerely yours,
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June 30, 1943

Mrs, Lawrence Thurston
10 liaple Road
Auburndale, Mass,

Dear Mrs. Thurston;

I had a thlk with Mrs, Ross the other day and raised with
her agein the question of how best to get the informatiom about
Minnie Vautrin that must be in their Board files. Mrs, Ross said
thet she had understood thet Mrs. Doan had agreed to do something
about this. I wonder if you have heard from Mrs. Doan since you
talked to her at the time of the Board meeting, 8She seems to be
our best point of contact now,

Enclosed I am sending you receipts for your gifts to Gin-
lings I am not very heppy about this., Of course, I kmow how you
feel abott Ginling and I don't need to tell you that there is a
special sort of spprecietion for your gifts, But you have already
been far too generous, and I feel that it would be well for you to
think a little more about yourself,

I hope it hasn't been as hot in Auburndale as it hes been
here for the last few days. I am indeed glad that you plan to be in
New Hampshire for & while next month, It sounds cool anyway. I
have not made any plans for the summer as yet, I looked at the
crowde at Crand Central yesterday when Angie started back to Northfield,
for work at the summer conferences, and I decided that it was hardly
worth while to try to go anywhere, so I may just stey et home,

They say the Gripsholm will really go soon and that the
lists of those to return will be out in a few days. Needless to say,
I em almost afraid to see them, for while I really expect Plumer, he
may not be included. I shall

1395



Mrs, Lawrense Thurston June 30, 1943

I shall be at Wellesley, helping Angie to get settled
when College opens August 26th, I hope to see you then,

Affectionately yours,

C8Myefl

Enclosure: Two receipts




July 2, 1943,

My dear Mrs. Thurston:

Dr, #u hes Jjust been working tﬁrouuh her schedule trying to find a good time to
see you. HNow her time is gone and she has asked me to write to you for her se
that you may know her plans just as soon as possible.

Dr. Wa has to be in New York for a meeting of the U.C.R. Program Committee on
Wednesday, July 2lst. So she is planning now to take the night train on friday
July lGth coming up to see you. She wants to go to Vassar Colleze to visit the
Summer Institute where lirs. New is spending the month and plens to do that en
Tuesday the 20the So on hor week end to Boston she plans to see you, andif
possible call on President Comstock. Because travel is so uncertain thes: days,
I am making reservations for her immediately. I do hope that you plan to be
at home. #1411 you please let us know whether or not these dates are satisfac-
tory for you. I wish I coild see you and Miss Calder, too, but I know that you
will have so many things to talk over with Dr. #u that there would be no time
for me!

Dr. Wu asked me to write you a little about the complicated situation she has
found herself in during these past days--in fact her concern for this situation
is largely responsible for her not getting to writing letters herhelf! You knew
of course that the Founders cabled asking for an extension of time for her here
in the United Stutes. About awweek ago a cable came from Dr. Wang Shih-chieh,
Secretary General of the Feople's Political Council. A meeting had already been
called of the P.P.C. for September and Dr, Wu had received a cable notice of that.
The ceble from Dr. Wang urged her to return to China to join a P.P.C. Mission teo
Englend. It seems that England had sent a FParliamentary Mission and China wished
to return the favor! Before Dr. Wy left Chine, the Generalissimo had talked with
her twice anu teld her that he wanted her to 30 to ingland. She had replied that
with her contacts here she felt she could do more for China here than in England.
Apparently he understood the arrangement ( and probably she did too) to be that
she would go to America first and then to England. It has been difficult for he:
to know what she should do, because she knows she is nceded here for the Planning
Commi ttee for the colleges. After much consultation by letter, wire and confer-
ence, her mind is finally at rest. She has decided that if they will let her fly
direct from the United States to England and then after the Mission return to the
United States, she will go on the Missicn. Otherwise she will remain here.

1SN 1}



page 2 - Mrs. Thursten.

A cable has gone to Ruth Chester asking for their opinion. A cadble in Chinese has
gone to the Embassy to be seat to Dr. Wang.

Now Dr. Wu is trying te make sure that she does all the most important things en her
1ist 80 that if she does have to go to England she can go with an easy mind. If she
goes to England she will be gone for Octeber and a part of November but would want

to come baek here for three months. Dr. Wu is planning for absclute rest and opper-
tunity for study in August. I am just new trying to find the place. She wants to
be where it is dry and where she will know noone, so she can devote her full time teo
rest and reading.

We plan to spend the last week of July just before the vacation in Washington. I
probably will then go back te my own work on THE FAR EASTERNER. I have been pretty
upset sines my work enddd in January with Uni ted China Relief. At that time I dis-
covered I had a negative forty thyroid, snd I have had to keep on the job te correct
that situation. THE FAR EASTERNER has been sleow in developing because Jimmie Young
was called to Hollywood to make a film from his book, so altogether my life has not
been too well arranged! I was glad when Dr. Wu arrived that it was this way, for

I was able to give her practically all my attention. She is used to me, and while
my abilities as a stenographer have decreased rapidly during the past six years, I
am still able to understand what she wants and to do things in her way! It has been
a lot of fun--and as I told Dr, Wu it is well worth the work just to have that muech
time in her company!

I hope 1 have told you all the news Yr. Wu wanted you to have--the important thing

is the England matter, and she wanted you to know of the complications. Dr. Wu has
kept almost teo busy with appointments, seeing all sorts of people and meetin:s with
numerous committees. s The other day she met with the Smith Alumnae Committee, and she
scemed quite happy ofer that conference. Today she 18 going to lirs. Leifford's home
in Englewood for a week-end. Mrs. Leifford invited her to spend a week at her

. Sumzer camp, but Dr. Wu does not think she should break into her study during August.

v .
I am sending-this special delivery so that you may have more time to anticipate Dr.
“u's visit, Please-let us hear from you at your convenience.

#ith best wishes to Miss ‘fnldor and you from both Dr. Wu and me, I anm

Sinecerely youras,

Helen M. Loomise.













:Q,X\(\(u__?f\\aﬂ»-;—ﬂ\‘\ﬂ’»* ang ~
veliion o Ol 1?7
&‘VLMW&&@ t\
; C;DWZLWQMM S
Lﬁ"ﬁgh%g
T ey (ol peride vim Noame e
¢ ML;JL,Q,\I,,'\LW./“@%L«,

M
MQQM %AY a €




B ~ 94 7/ %5 <S]
| L“\”‘ R ™ < s vallacs Ntackar.

tdo. a ~o_ Gk o ¥
auihe B oo e divaidoat g a0

S T M R
{)\%W E bt @Qﬂlﬂ\

m&‘i—&»& &am% Qp% \M_,\.Qm\
dotphenp B o e e
Srolel ey o by
ool T | e & he g‘ <os
w{wfi)ﬂmk f\:ll; ol
%Cm*_uo;x“ﬁ P g % \Qo..._._ QQ_
M\\m ool arsdshe




\a’“w g/&

R .

JLA L

o-u( \I&m@k* &
\MN/\QM%GLNQ\*

PRt e, W “ a4

A ﬂ? &\WW Ak,

m;:;@l mbﬁLst ch.7




July 19, 1943,

Dear Mrs. Thurstom:

I must write and tell you about the eable messazes] received frem China. You will de
glad to know that I do not have to zo to England and that the Exscutive Committes of
the Board of “irectors bas appreved of extending my leave to “ebruary. Ruth put it:

FACULYY BOARD EXECUTIVE APPROVE EXTENDED LEAVE PROVIDED REST THRERE MONTHS RETURN
END OF PEBRUARY DR. WANG SHIH CHIER WILL CABLS ABOUT FLYING DIRECT STOP NOVEMBER
MOST IMPORTANT ENGLAND LEAVE DECISION TO YOU. °

I take it to mean that I should be back in College by then because I lsft Chengtu om
March 6. However, not until the letter comes ean I be sure. Dr. Wang Shih-ghieh
sent his reply to Ambassador Wei something as follows; RECEIVED YOUR CABLE AND MISS
WU'S AFTER REPORTING TO THE GENERALISSIMO IT IS DECIDED THAT MISS WU DOES NOT HAVE
TO JOIN THE MISSION TO ENGLAND.

It was very d1fficult during those days for me to know what was really the best
thing to do. For the work that I saw in America to be done, I of course wanted to
stay here longer. However, when I loft Chungking both the Generalissimo snd Dr. Wang
did imply that I was coming to “merieca first and later would join the Mission te
England. In view of this, I felt I should not send a simple refusil to agespt the
call. I consulteddDr. Lodenstine and Miss ¥acKinnon and Mr. Evens, and sines all of
them wanted me to come back if I shoudd go to England, I had finally to cabdle to
Cheagta in regard to these proposals. However, I inew from the conversatiens last
March that such a Mission was expected to go together from China and to returm to-
gether bringing back messages from England. When Dr. Wang Shih~chien suggested thet
I Join the Nission in Africa, it was already a concession, so in my Chinese cabdle
replying to Dr. Wang, I politely deciined the invitation and explained that the fall
and winter months were just the time I should do the work I was expected to do in
Ameriom. M:s. New thought I was so diplomatie, but as 1t turned out it does show
that I have understanding of the situation there which is glearer tham that of the
people hore. I knew I had to cheose between the two alternatives, that is either
stay here or join and retura to China from England. Of the two, the first is certainm-
ly much betterfor me personally, for the Colleze and Bor the Assoclated Boards.

I do appreciate very mach your invitation for me to come to Auburndale for a quiet
time. However, I am not able to arrange it during July at all, end ‘for August I
have premised the doctor to be eatirely away frem people whe may talk shop with me.

IwlS



page 2+ Nrs. Tharstea
S0 I have %o look to the

ber 1 to 4 I am expected at the

York and from the 8 teo 18 I must

meot with the Baptist Women's Board.

ooming in then, perhaps I oam ar

Miss Tomlinson, Chairman of the

the Smith Cludbs in Wevgester and

to Cleveland to be at the Trienni

last week of July I had planned to go to Waghingten, but now I have to'

schedule again begause of two meeti in this region. One 1s the meeting o

Shotwell Commission en the @rganisation of Pence on July 25 and the other is a Con-
ference called by the Program Committee of United China Relfef on Relief and Rehadili-
tetion in Princeton on July 29 and 30.

Mrs. New 18 attending the Summer Institute of Buthenios at Vassar and she is enjoying
the lectures by specialists on personality developmentduring the differeat stages
from childhood on. She has come howe on twe Wednesdays to have treatments from the
doctor, but now she will net be beck uatil the Institute 1s over. It was fortunate
that Dr. Vaughn referred her to a speeialist, Dr. Burbank, whe discevered internal
texins which are the oause of her stiff knees snd the pains in her elbows. The édoc-
tor thinks that such a tendengy toward arthritis s in the beginning stages and can
'be checked with his series of ten treatments. 5he has not quite decided upon her
vacation plans but she has to work that out with Peter particularly in mind.

Hoping you had a delightful visit with your sister-in-law, and that you and Mise
Calder are enjoying a quiet summer at home, I am

Affestionately yours,

Yi-fln‘ ‘o
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August 26, 1943

Mrse Lawrence Thurston
10 Maple Roed
Euburndale, liass,

Dear krs. Thurston:

Thank you for your letter of August 25th and for your
welcore to Plumer, It is indeed a heppy time for us, I only
wish that ell of those left out in occupied China could be com=
ing home now, I missed Stanley's and Dorcthy's names at once

and heve not been able to zet any remson for their not coming,
larguerite Rouse is not on the list ei ther, Leighton Stuert,
Dr, Houghton and Mr. Bowen are definitely not on the list, I
don't know about John Heyes.

+

I have a list sent out bty the Foreign Missions Con-
fererce, givin: the nemes of ell missionaries who are tc be
repatristed. There are a number of Methodists listed, but no
distinction made between Northern and Southern. Albert Steward
is not coming, nor is Ralph Ward, Ur, Gele ie not on the list
wither, Lois Ely and Edwin llarx ere included. I did not see
eny other names of Disciples, As far as I know, no list has
been published in any of the pepers, I have heard that the
finel end of ficial one comes from the State Department todey
and perhaps it will be published,

In enswer to your questiom about the Planning Com-
mittee, I unearthed this information for you, The members
and their College Boerd end Mission Roard relationships are
shown on the enclosed sheets, As far as I can discover, the
sessions are closed, but if there are eny open meetings which
people like yourself, Bishop Gowdy, Chancellor Beech, Dr, Lair,

Dr. Edmunds end Mr. Cox could attend, I will let you know,
I'll see that you get copies of the minutes.




Mrs, Lawrence Thurston August 26, 1943

I got Angle off to Wellesley yesterday, She went alone,
by choice, I am naturally most anxious to hear from her end
expect to pay her & visit some time during the sshool year, I
look forward to seeing both you end Miss Calder whem I em at
Wellesley. I greatly eppreoiate your kind invitation to visit
you and shall be most happy to acoept when I find it poesidle
to get up that way,

With all best wishes to both of you,

Affectionately yours,

C8Msef
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October 14, 1943

lirs, Lawrence Thurston
c/b Mrs. Arthur . Benton
Andover, Connecticut

Dear Mrs. Thurston:

Theank you for sending me your schedule for the next
few weeks, I do want tc know how to reach you when you aren't
in Auburndale, and I greatly appreciate your writing me the
details of your plans. Itiis nice to know that you will be in
New York soon.

I am afraid I can't tell you anything about Anna, In
fact, you seem to have had more recent word from her than I have
heds I did not know when she expecfed to be in New York or when
she was sailing, When Miriam left, she said that Anna would
probably be in the next group to go, about the end of October,
but I know nothing more @efinite than that. I imagine she will
ttay with Frances Graham or at Kennedy House while she is here.
She was with me the last time she wae in New York, but I am
efraid she found the distence rather inwonvenient,

The Ginling Board meeting will be on November 12th,
as originally planned., We plean to have only a morning session
and so have set the hour at 9:30.

Of course, there is as yet no definite date for the
arrival of the Gripsholm, though I did heer that the Presbyterian
Board hed said December 2nde. I don't know where they got their
information. Most people are content with saying "about the
first of December", and some optimistic souls occasionally add
"or a little earlier". I am glad that you plan to be here b
meet the boat. I know Plumer end your other friends will be
very happy to see you,




Nrs. Lawrenge Thurston October 14, 1943

If they do get here by the first of December, perhaps
you could make one trip do for the Board meeting and the
Gripsholm conferSnces. There would not be go very much time
between the Ginling Board and the arriwval of the Gripsholm for
visits in Philadelphia, Princeton, and nearby places, And of
course you have a number of friends in New York who would wel-
come a chance to see something of you,

Anglie wrote me very happily of seeing you and Dr., Wu
the Sunday you were at Wellesley. She naturally feels a very
clogse tie with anyone from Nanking a:d felt much honored to be
invited to the party.

As you know, Dr. Wu is at Smith this week and goes to
Holyoke today. 8he had e satisfactbyy thip to Cleveland, Columbus,
end Indianapolis, and did not seem tired when she got back, I
am sure she will enjoy her visit at Smith,

I look forward to seeing you about the end of next
week or whemever Anna arrives,

Affectionately yours,




December 1937

A New Life Movement in China

The New Life Movement, promoted by Madame Chiang Kai-shek, is a
symthesis of some of the fine old ideals of China's past with the new
dynamic of Christian ethies - sacrifieial service, value of the individual,
humani tarian ideals,

"New Life" is a Christian idea, Conserving old good has always
been a part of it, but the ends are new and ever beyond the grasp - "The
City of God", "Abundant Life"™ is the motto of Ginling College and for women
in China there has been an enlarged and enriched life from the Christian
Colleges, which are the flowering of the Christian Movement in China, Like
the flower they also produce the seed of continuing life,

On the practical side, students and alummae of the colleges are
helping to build new cities where cleanliness and sanitation are in
marked contrast to the old, Sacrificﬂlal living is helping to restore
the old wastes of war and desolate places of life in the country districts.

S8igpler living end restored discipline were needed after the
violence of revolution, as in Europe in the Dark Ages.

The opportunity for Christian services is tremendous, It is
Christianity or nothing as far as China is concerned, for the old religions
have lost their power as in Greece and Rome, The Fourth Century, with the
Conversion of Constantine, is a parallel to the modernm era in China with
the turning of Chiang EKai-shek to Christiaenity., Speaking to students at
Ginling at a Baccalaureate Service, he tells them they must be ready to

give their lives in sacrificial service to create a new China,




Decenber 1937

Behind the Scene in Chine

The press picture of life in China is as far from the whole
truth as the headlines of our loeal papers, Omly the sensation breaks
through our indifference to the great movements which for the last
quarter oontfhry have been stirring in the life of China, They are
parallel in many respects to these of the Fourth Century B.C. and the
Fourth Centwry A.Ds The spread of the Greek ideas after Alexander and
the influence of modern science in China are part of the forward movement
of secular civilization, The Conversion of Constantine and the turmning
to Christianity of Chiang Kai-shek mark the advance of the Christian way
of life among the mations, The New Life Movement is a synthesis of the
fine old ideals of the Chinese past with the dynamic motives of the
Christian ethic - service and sacrifice, value of the individual and
humanitarian ideals.

Living in China since 1902 has been like living in one lifetime
through historic centuries., The life pattern was Early Romen in 1902,
Today it is Late Americamn. lMediaeval conditions of sanitation are being
changed by national health campaigns. Progress in education in the last
ten years "has far surpassed what even the optimists could have expected
and has utterly confounded the groups of pessimists who were convinced
that China could do nothing for herself”, Progress in roed building,
alr travel, and all communications, in spite of floods, femines, loss cf
Manchuria, trouble in North China, financial depression, a nd agrarian
distress, has been astounding. Even the present tragic interruption of
reconstruction is working for greater umity of spirit and wider spread of
new ideas., Trained men and modern industry, forced to leave the seacoast,
are leavening the interior regions with new ideas and hastening rural
reconstruction,

Women have had an important part and their own changed position
is one of the very modern phases of the movement, Madame Chiang Kai-shek
is unique in her relation to national life, President Wu Yi-fang of
Ginling College, as Chairmen of the National Christian Council, is ;:ieys
in the Christian world, Christian schools and colleges have had a
reaching influence in the whole forward movement and Christian leadership
is outstanding in all the conktruetive programs,

n




Efﬁracts from a letter from Dr, Ruth 1, Chester

to lirs. Lawrence Thurston, dated November 7, 1943

—

"We had the usual wartime Founders' Day supper which is very different from
the old banquet, both in food and in atmosphere, We had to be in two rooms, and were
very crowded, so there was no possibility of any toasts or any sort of program at the
supper, but alumae and Board members joined with us and ate a very simple meal, only
a little better.than the ordinary everyday foode....Then after supper, we went to a
small auditorium where there is a good stage and had our program, This year, there
were no separate and unrelated stunts, and it was all centered around you and Ginling's
history. B8hort scenes from your early life, in which a good deal of imagination was
used, but which was based on facts at least, and then various scenes of college his=-
toryseeeeit was & very successful program, There was a good deal of fun and amuse-
ment in it, and yet a good bit of college history got across, and I am sure all the
present students now feel you are something more than a name, It was an unusually
well-organized progrem with many different people responsible for small parts, That
distributed the work well and yet it all fitted together and the machinery went very
smoothly indeed, Catharine was chairman of the committee and her usual quiet and un-
obtrusive efficiency pervaded it all,

"The service this morning was also very goode En-lan told of your part in
the building of Ginling and did it very well indeed and very appreciatively, Then
Peter Shih preached the sermon on "The Faith of a Great Leader", He drew many par-
allels between Moses and your life and work and stressed that in both cases it was
Faith that made the great work possible, and that we too may do great things if we havo
great faith, The text was Hebrews 11:24,27, Hsiang-lan read the scripture, Chen Yu-
gwan made the prayer and Luther Shao pronounced the Benediction, so it was all done
by Chinese who know you well, Peter Shih is always good and he was especially so
today. His health is so very bad thate....we hesitated to ask him, but he responded
very enthusiastically and said he was 'more than glad! to do it, It is good for the
College morale to stop and look back, and to see where our roots are and how we have
growm, And it is good personally to look back more consciously and with more con-
centration than the usual absorption in the daily round makes possible, I have, been
thinking so much as we have prepared and enjoyed this program of all the years we
lived and worked together and of all you meant to me and still mean even though
there has been a long period of separation,™

* * * * * * * *

"Yesterday at the alumnae meeting they raised a fund of {10,000 for a
scholarship in your honor, Although these are days of big figures and that doesn't
sound as big as it would have a few years ago, they are also days of very small margins
financially for most of our group, so that it is really a very fine thing, I have not
heard the details of their plan, but I presume it is the beginning of an endowment for
a permanent scholarship,

"We like living in the Canadian School much better than I expected, at least
1 ﬁ%. The place is certainly an improvement over our previous quarters, and we enjoy
especially the garden and flowers, and the space and privacy, We are really very
lucky to have this place,"

e B B
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Dr. Liu En-lan to Mrs, Lawrence Thurston

Ginling College
Chengtu, China,
November 9, 1943

Dear Mrs, Thurston:

‘5& the time-this letter reaches you the date will be a long distance apart
from now, the time I am writing it. But, anyhow, could you recollect? Were your
ears burning around the end of October and the first part of November? DBecause ac-
cording to Chinese superstltlon, when people are talking a lot about a person, that
person's ears will burn,

Yes, we have been talking about you, and dramatizing about you, around
Founders! Day, so that not only all the Ginling girls know so much about you that they
must feel they have known you for life, but even students end faculty from other in-
stitutions, too, seem to have picked up enough information about you so that they,
also, feel that they have kmown you as an old friend, Just yesterday I met a group
of men from West China University, Nanking University, the Theological Seminary and
a few other institutions, and they told me that they had just had a fellowship meet-
ing, and in their meeting they talked about you, "because", they said, "we are so
inspired by such a great and noble personality".

Long before Founders' Day, many of us had been thinking a lot of the days
of old, Though some people would say that it is a_sign of age to think back and take
pleasure in what has been long past, I disagree, I feel, in looking back to past ex-
periences, one sees the meaning of life in a better perspective, and certain events
and qualities of value stand out in a more profound way than when they actually oce
curred, Certain other things thot were of great importance at the time, now seem to
fade out of existence, or look ridiculous, while there are still others which seem
to be events in fairy tales and not of real life,

It would amuse you to see Fow I giggled by myself while I was reading over
the old college magazines, laughing over things which I might easily have lost my
temper with at the time., But, there are also things that I had not paid any atten-
tion to at the time and now I discover that they were events or acts of great value
and significance, If only one could have the eyes of the future, surely most of us
would live quite differently, That is why, when a person has lived to old age and
has spent life upon something really worth while, it is truly an occasion to be cele=-
brated and the person is to be congratulated, Because there are so many by-ways,
short cuts and crossroads, we might have easily gotten off the narrow road which is
the only correct path to the goal, That is why we all feel this occasion of your re-
tirement is an occasion to be celebrated, because you have spent your best years in
laying a foundation for Chinese women's education, while Chinese women were at the
critical moment struggling for emancipation, Just think! Twenty-eight years ago
there was not a single Chinese woman professor in China, but now among the Ginling

graduates there are not only professors, but also a college president, doctors, nurses,

principals, social workers and others in special research fields, Therefore, even
though the material Ginling you have built might be destroyed, the spirit of Ginling
can never be destroyed., Ginling was founded by faith, and she will always grow and
flourish and bloom and bear fruit through faith, As far as Ginling is concerned,
your name will always be found, together with the words faith, hope, and love.

v
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This year we had an unusually lerge group coming back for Founders' Day and
the commemoration of your retirement, It has broken the records of many preceding
years, There were over sixty present st the alumnae meeting on Saturday, November 6th,
in the aftornoon. All classes were represented except the classes of 1919, 1924, and
1930, Members present were:

Class of 1920 Phoebe Ho
Class of 1921 Liu Yu-djen (Mrs. Tang)
Yu Chang-fen
Class of 1922 Bei Fu-ru
Class of 1923 Mary Chen
Class of 1925 Baogku-nien (Mrs. Luther Shao)
Liu En~lan
Class of 1926 Cora Deng
Tsu Do=gia (lirs. Djang Dju-wen)
Class of 1927 Tsai Kuei
Class of 1928 Djang Hsiang~-lan
Koo Wei-tseng
Tang lling-sin (Mrs. Hsieh)
Class 1929 Chen Hsing-mei
Keo Ren-ying
Ling Fuemei (lrs, Li)
Shen Dzu-ying
Yang I-hsei
Sie itlen-mei
Chung Li-dwan
Hu Siu-ying
Djang Chiung=-ying
Hu Si-tsang
Tsu Yu-dji
Class Chen Lan-ying
Hsu Djao=~piao

6‘?‘) Viang Yin-an
S Chen Shi-tsung

Dzo Yu-lin
Lo }Mei-dji
Lu Gin-ai
Class of 1937 W Ming-dju
Class of 1938 4 members
Class of 1939 4 members
Class of 1940 4 or 5 members
Class of 1941 6 or 7 members
Class of 1942 6 or 7 members
and some forme; students
Within half an hour of the meeting a scholarship fund of §10,000 was already
raised for a Thurston scholarship, The money, of course, is a very small amount, But
the beauty of it lies in the keen appreication f Mrs, Thurston's work, and the eager-
ness of spirit; that is the most significant part, v

In the evening of the same day we had the usual Founders' Day banquet; only
this ¥ a war banquet, That means the money spent is over ten times more than pre-
war days, but the food obtained is only about o tenth that of pre-war days, We
have been very strict in inviting guests to thquunquet, though we were very hospitable
about the program following, No husbgpds nor children were invited, Even so,  there
were fully 45 tables. “ The dormitory %@g room wes so crowded that one could hardly
move about to greet one's friends if th® did not happen to be at the same table,

9™ |
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After the banquet the celebration program was held in the auditorium of the
West China Educational building, Again there was a full house,. As usual the Fresh=
men sang their class song for the first time, nervously. The other classes also sang
their class songs, Some did better than others! As usual, the alumnae did the worst
with their song, But they practiced just as hard as the others, They had done it
pretty well beforehand, but when the important moment came, they were all out of tupe
and time, It was simply hopeless,

The most brilliant piece of this year's program was the play. The program
commi ttee, composed of Iliss Sutherland, Shen Dzu-ying, and Dju En-djen, wrote it,
and Eva played the heroine, The theme of the play was the 1ife of a tree planter,
and she was a woman, There were three acts, each with several scenes, When the cur=-
tain rose for the first scene of the first act, we saw a young girl in the costume of
about 50 years ago and in cap and gown, holding a diploma in her hand, It was an- '~
nounced by the clear voice, in well-spoken Peiping dialect of Wei Ging-shu, a Junior,
that the one we saw had just gone through the graduation exercise of Mt, Holyoke Col=-
leges Then her sister Helen camc in and they conversed and finally they were off to
camp with a Miss Thurston,

The second scene gave us the story of how the heroine became engaged, but
since she did not want to break a promise at the beginning of her missionary career,
shoe went off to Turkey, as planned,

The third scone took place in the language school in Peiping. Miss Graves,
Iiss Causer, Eva Spicer, and Dr. and lirs. Whittington were the students, and Chen
Djin-yung, a student, acted as the language teacher, The costumes and the Chinese
they spoke were simply "wonderful", It caused thunders of laughter,

The first scene of the second act opened with the Board meceting, composed
. of Miss Pyle (lMiss Chester), liiss Lyon (Mrs., Whittington), Miss Kelly (1liss Lamberton),
liss Nourse (Miss Causer), and Dr., Bowen (Lewis Smythe). Again their costumes and
the budget they discussed were most amusing in the eyes of today, The second scene
gave the picture of the first college Glee Club, with most of the older graduates
actinge It showed the courage, faith and patience of the president, The curtain
went down and rose again and this time gave a scene of the president with her secre-
ary in her office, A letter came in from the father of a student asking permission
for a young man from St, John's to visit his daughter, Through the conversation.of
the president with the girl, and the girl with the young man, there was revealed much
information about the relation between the president and the students, and also about
college life of that time, Bao Fu-nien acted as the girl, and Mr, Luther Shao as the
young men, It was a masterpiece,

The last scene of the second act was the inauguration of Dr, Wu, The last
act was a modern dance around the Ginling tree, Every scene was preceded with ex-
planations,

From time immemorial, the students have loved to see the faculty act, and
this time nearly the whole faculty appeared on the platform in one way or another,
The students certainly laughed to their heart's content and the house was continuously
ringing with outbursts of laughter, It was amusing, but at the same time informa=
tional, It was an act of great worthwhileness, Then besides, Tsai Kwei (General
Secretary of Y,ll.CeA,) gave a summary of her impressions of the tree planter from her
own experience, IHer speech was a real testimony to the greatness of the planter, as
she was from a government school and was baptized while she was studying in Ginling,

Sunday morning, November 7th, a Founders' Day service was held in the West

China Gymnasium, I think there must have been a crowd of about 600 people or more,
because all the seats were filled, including those up in the back gallery, Peter

e
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Shih spoke of the faith of the men of old in commection with the founders of Ginling.
It was really a very inspiring talk, Then there was also a short commentary* on the
contribution of the first president, The whole service took a little over an hour =
short but effective., The echoes of the two days! program in commemoration of Founders'
Day and the retirement of Mrs. Thurston are still going, Now Founders' Day has come
and gone. But what has been learned or heard will elways have some offect upon one's
life and that influence can never ceaso, That is one of the wonders of life.

B

For myself, recently, I have been thinking a lot of the older builders of
Ginling and the contributions that each has made, I wish through some means thosc
people and their work could be made known to the younger generations, I féel the
meeting of the Board members in the Founders' Day play is a very good idea, because
it calls the attention of the students to the fact that no work is dropped down from
heaven without people laboring for it. They should realize the hard fact that no
accomplishment is made ready for order., I think in the present-dey world, under the
hard yoke of war and economic pressure, certain people have been hard hit, indeed,
but there are still others who have received too much help and they rather feel the
whole world is created just to serve them, They get too self-centered, . I feel the
work of the New York office end the financial campaign in Americe and England should
be demonstrated by a play, too, People need to be reminded of many things once in a
while, Don't they?

A g, o T O

I am writing this letter while I am in charge of a laboratory on the geog-
raphy of China, I hope it sounds consistent and that I am not repeating myself owing
to the constant interruptions from students., Perhaps I should say I am interrupting
them by writing this letter, But I want to get it done before November 12th, which
is a holiday, and there will be the athletic meet of the different universities and
also the dedication of the new hall erected on the campus for the Three Principles
Youth Corps of the Kuo-min party., On Saturday, November 13th, I am asked to go out
camping with an inter-collegiate group, and I have to rush back on Sunday to deliver
o lecture at the Y.M.C.A, on the borderlands in connection with our trip this summer.
As I am anxious to get this letter off and I am to impose on the good nature of Mrs,
Vhittington to type it for me, I must give her time to do so.

This term I am teaching three courses myself and I am looking after the
laboratories, too. That means nine laboratory hours and six lecture hours per week
and the notebooks to correct besides, Then the courses on Geography of China and
Economic Geography are both new courses for me because I have been in charge of the
physical geography before. Therefore I am constantly feeling the pressure of time,

I wish there were more hours in a day for I have so many other interests and work
which needs to be done, For exumple, my report of the summer's trip has not been done
yet., In connection with the course on the geography of China I want %o write a series
of articles on China, But that work has lagged far behind, too. One does not want to
shut oneself in, just for the sake of writing, and refuse all student requests, Yet
when one tries to do both, it is simply impossible., One feels head over ears all the
time, and it puts one into an awful state of mind., Yes, I know that the New York of-
fice is anxious for publicity materials, and there are plenty to write about if one
has the time to do it,

Of course new circumstances create new problems and new problems call for
new actions, There you are, things keep on the move, and history goes on; one goes
on learning and exploring in the maze of life, Of course there are many interesting
things to write or talk about provided one is given the time.

*By Liu En-lan and very good = R.M.Chester.,
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